
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP BY MR. BROUZ 
COFFI, MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY AT THE PERMANENT MISSION 
OF COTE D'IVOIRE TO THE UNITED NATIONS, ON AGENDA ITEMS 
144, 145 AND 146, IN PARTICULAR ON THE SECOND PERFORMANCE 

REPORTS FOR BIENNIAL 2012-2013 AND BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR 
2014-2015 ON THE BUDGET OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL 

TRIBUNALS FOR RWANDA AND YUGOSLAVIA AND THE  
INTERNATIONAL RESIDUAL MECHANISM RESPECTIVELY AT THE 

MAIN PART OF THE SIXTY-EIGHT SESSION OF THE FIFTH 
COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

(New York, 10 December 2013) 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on the behalf of the African Group on 
agenda items 144, 145 and 146, in particular on the second performance report 
for year 2012-2013 and budget proposal for the biennium 2014-2015 for the 
International Criminal TribunalS for Rwanda and Yugoslavia and the 
International Residual Mechanism. 

The African Group would like to thank the Controller, Ms. Maria 
Eugenia Casar for introducing the Secretary-General's reports on these agenda 
items. We would also like to thank Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chairperson of 
the ACABQ, for introducing the Advisory Committee's related reports. 

At the outset, allow us to align our statement with that just delivered by 
the representative of Fiji on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

With regard to the performance Reports for 2012-2013, the African 
Group has taken note of the information on second performance reports of the 
above mentioned tribunals and the residual mechanism with revised 
appropriation in the total of US$ 518,907,800. The Group will be examining 
elements of variances and seek specific clarification on tribunals and 
Mechanism budget performance, as connected to mandate implementation of 
each entity, including the implementation of the completion strategies for the 



 

 

two tribunals as well as the transitional measures to the mechanism and 
national jurisdictions. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Turning to the budget proposals for 2014-2015, Our Group has careful 
studied the Secretary General's proposal on the budget for the tribunals and 
the residual mechanism. We have taken note of the variance of the budget 
proposals from the revised appropriations for the current biennium with ICTR 
budget reduced by 54% to the tune of US$ 86.9 million gross before recosting; 
the ICTY budget with reduction of 34% to the tune of US$ 191.34 million and 
IRM budget growth by 102% to the tune of US$ 110.5 million. 

The African Group has also taken note of various elements behind the 
Secretary-General’s proposals, including those related to staff changes and 
other non-post resources. 

The African Group will seek specific clarifications on many of the 
proposal elements as connected to implementation of mandates including the 
issues related to retention of key personnel, recruitment as well as mechanism 
to give the opportunities to outgoing staff to other UN entities. 

 

Mr. Chairman 

Turning to the Construction of the new facilities in Arusha branch, the 
African Group welcomes the progress made so far including those related to 
recruitment of the project manager, completion of the conceptual design as 
well as advancement on the processes for recruitment of architectural 
consultancy and contract negotiations. 

Our Group also welcomes the conclusion and signing of the 
headquarters agreement between the United Nations and the host country, the 
Government of the United Republic of Tanzania. We are also aware of the 
ongoing negotiation between the United Nations and the Government of the 
Netherlands and looks forward for conclusion of the process in a timely 
manner. 

The African Group would also like to stress the importance of the 
timely completion of the construction project to avoid cost overrun. In this 
regard, the Group stresses the importance of full accountability and oversight 
of the project, both in the field and at the headquarters for successful 
completion of the project. The Group looks forward for detailed clarification 
on this matter during the informal consultations. 

 

Mr. Chairman 

In conclusion, the African Group would like to reaffirm our 
appreciation to the governments of the United Republic of Tanzania and the 



 

 

Netherlands, as well as the United Nations, for their continued support to the 
work of the Tribunals and the International Residual mechanism.  

Allow us also to assure you of our readiness to participate in constructive 
deliberations on this important agenda item. I thank you. 


